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Commission on Accreditation
Association for Biblical Higher Education
5850 T.G. Lee Blvd., Suite 130
Orlando, FL 32822

Dear Commission,

The Action Letter of March 6, 2019 requires PVBI to submit explanations for two data exceptions.

Faculty Qualifications: Fewer than 80% of Fall 2018 faculty holding master’s degree (undergraduate) or doctoral degree (graduate).  Five faculty members have less than the required master’s degree and thus account for the data exception.
· Michael Mason (full-time) has completed 18 out of 30 credits on a Master of Arts MA in Muslim Studies with Columbia International University, Columbia, SC.  He is scheduled to graduate December 2019.
· Barry Mason (full-time) teaches child evangelism and some music courses.  He has 30 years’ experience in child evangelism that includes writing, publishing, and offering seminars interdenominationally and internationally.  He publishes child evangelism materials internationally.  His professional experience and his position within the institution’s ethos are vital.
· Chester Handfield (part-time) has an unaccredited Th. M. and a Th. D. from Andersonville Theological Seminary, Camilla, GA (affiliated with ABHE).  He has completed 68 out of 80 credits on a Master of Divinity with Wesley Biblical Seminary, Ridgeland, MS and is scheduled to graduate May 2020.  The Academic Dean has provided mentoring.
· Timothy Kincaid (part-time) teaches one introductory biology class in even-numbered fall terms.  He teaches similar and more advanced courses in medical assisting and surgical technology programs at McCann School of Business, Lewisburg, PA, which is accredited by the Accrediting Commission of Careers Schools and Colleges, Arlington, VA.
· Darren Durkee (part-time).  Following the 2018 transition of leadership in the Music Division, the Director of Music Dr. John Anthony is evaluating the best approach for Darren eventually to pursue his master’s degree. Darren’s teaching responsibilities are in applied music (music lessons, vocal quartets, and choir).  Dr. Anthony is assigned as his mentor.
In addition, Dr. Timothy Cooley, Sr., Academic Dean with a Ph D in education did not happen to be teaching a course in Fall 2018, so was not included in the report.  He usually teaches part-time.  With a total headcount of 15, two more completions will bring the number up to 12 out of 14 = 86% (Kincaid will not be teaching a course this fall.)

Graduation/Transfer Out Rate: Percentage of Fall 2012 first time/first year/full-time students who completed within 150% of program length or transferred to a program at another institution below 25%.  The academic office usually encourages students to choose a major, but some students have come quite undecided on a major, and they want to “pick and choose” courses without selecting a major.  Some students come for a year, just to offer themselves to grow as a Christian or even to ascertain whether they might be “called” into a ministry.  Some of those choose the one-year certificate, which is quite flexible, and that enables a “completion.”  If students were to choose a four-year program, they might be more motivated to finish, but then if they do not finish, they become a non-completion.   The faculty has discussed whether it might be better not to sign them onto a major.  Another drawback is that graduation does not bring them a degree, but the institution is continuing to work toward the $500,000 endowment (beyond all indebtedness) that Pennsylvania requires in order to begin the degree-granting pursuit.

PVBI is committed to keep working on these issues.
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Rev. Daniel P. Durkee
President
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